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South Africa’s Ordeal

In this war suffering is well-nigh univer-
sal. At times the suffering seems to be
i ed. It is Rotterdam or Belgrade
is Coventry or Stalingrad. It is Leningrad
which defies the encmy for more then a
year. It is London, taking her blows with
an almost unruffled composure. It is Ports-
mouth or Plymouth or Bristol. It is the
Bacdeker towns—Bath or Canterbury, York
or Norwich. And well we Luuw that there
is suffering on the other side—in Berlin,
Hanover, Hamburg, Bremen and Cologne.

None Untouched.

There is, perhaps, no village in_ Gre:
Britain or Northern Ireland which is
untouched by the present war. Go where
you will among the sea-towns of these
islands, and you hear of merchant seamen
taken prisoner or lost at sea. Go where
you will among the Yorkshire dales, the
Cotswolds, the Vale of Evesham, the Fens,
the Lincoinshire Wolds, the moors of
West Country and you hear of some sturdy
farming lad” who is now eating out his
heart in a German stalag. Go among the
families which proudly ¢ end their sons o
the East, and you find everywhere a deep-

cty. For when will the last word

written about the men who stayed
behind in Singapore and faced the swiftly
approaching Japanese? What of the men
and women’ of Hongkong who wait
patiently and put their trust in an_Allied
victory, though their days in the Stanley
Internment Camp are long and uneventful?

From the suffering of war there is abso-
lutely no escape. It is opportune, however,
at this particular ‘phase of the war, to sparc
an extra special thought for the Soi

pr\‘\v;nu\ of war and for their

A large part of the young man-

hood of that valiant Unton 5o it o
bondage. Let us recall a few salient facts

Facts of History.

Some of our Army commanders of the
last war were leading British regiments
against the Afrikaners at the turn of the
century. Statesmanship came to the rescue
when the South African War was ended.
Together British and Africaner residents
of South Africa shaped their Union and
made it a formidable British Dominion.
General Smuts gave his country a fine lead
in 1914, and the people of South Africa
played a vital part in securing our victory
over the Central Powers in 1918, There is
D tendency
towards separation and complete inde puhl-
ence. This tendency is fully recognised.
Without political diversity there can be no

s, The lite General Hert-

for  instance, sed to give his

\Hp]mr[ to the pmun war as, there-

1 ab on that

ould be required

R e e e AR
except as a volunteer.

Magnificent Record.
outh African fighters in
magnificent,

The record of
this war has been, and is,
hey helped to deliver the people of

hiopia from their Italian conquerors
'11 v helped to give Lord Wavell his im-
triumphs in East Africa, They
that man for Rommel_could
hope to match them. But in the
disastrous loss of Tobruk fifteen thousand
South Africans were taken prisoner.
prisoners they. were. brought o Ty, In
this unhappy condition the greater number
of them were seeing the air-famed Con.
tinent of Europe for the first time

o
never

In the German Net.
when Italy made
stipulated

Last summer,

er sur
render, the Allies that all

prisoners of war should be returned. But
many Fascist Italian were still
T In more

one camp, the Ttalian commander
refused to obey the orders of the Badoglio
Government. In consequence, the men in
their charge were still behind the barbed
wire when the German overlords arrived.
Many of the oners did, in fact, make
good their escape, But many more were
caught in the German net.

ow now that from five to seven

thousand South Africans of European stock
are prisoners of war in
while two  thousand ** co outh
Africans have been, sent a5 prisoners. of
war to France. Their arrival is
commentary upon Vichy France.
Irance which we knew in the da

Republic was alone among the civil-
sl consistently ~refusing to
discriminate between _coloured and  un-
coloured citizens. Their avowed aim was
citizenship for_the man born under the
French flag in North Africa as for the man
born within carshot of the Seine or the
Rhone. Much more had been done to im-
plement that aim than anywhere else in
the world

(xerm.lnv, Mean-
loured ” S

A Sense of Loss.

There is no need to emphasise the sense
of loss in Capetown, Pretoria and Johannes-
burg or in the lonely farmsteads of the

it, Together with the mandated terri-
South-West Africa the Union has
rorshieRedi Tyl ey

of Germany, France, Spain,

and Sweden. Geographically, "it

is a vast country. In population, however,
it ranks among’ the smaller countries. Its
1 population does not exceed two
millions, For South Africa to have seven
thousand men needlessly imprisoned in
Germany is as severe a blow as the need-
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Pioneer of the International Red Cross

The Strange Story of Henri Dunant
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Far East
Where

British Services
are Available
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Activities in the Provinces

A number of reports of annual meetings are included in the news received
from afiliated bodics during recent wecks. They reveal two interesting trends
which deserve to be emphasised.

First, (]\cumn to committees are significant for they show a growing
sealisation that co-operation of effot is the way 10 solid achieve Perhap
working often side by side, representatives
ome to know each other well and so to realis
ail aim in common. But whatever the reason, reports shov
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How You Will ¥
Find Him

By a Prisoner of War

How relatives may find
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Letters from Prisoners of War
Extracts of leters from prisoners of war in Germany and. Ttaly, and from civilian
internees, are cordially welcomed from. yalatives, for reproduction in. these pages.
They should be as brief as possible, writiay on one side of the paper only, and should
bear at the head, the date when. written, and the camp number and address of the
prisoner, As lotters cannot in. future by returned, copies only should be sent, and
these should, if possible, deal with descriptions of camp life, diet and. conditions
generally, and special requests. The Fiior reserves the right to print only such
portions of any letter as are considercd. h.a,./,,z and interosting to readers and relatives.
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Prisoner Complains
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“Like Jail Birds”
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Ina Jam Factory

“Nice Steady Job ”
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Fixing Up the Music
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Letter from the
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Saxaphone Player Looks Forward 1
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How Thailand

Fatal Cabmet
Decision

How Thailand fell to the Japanese has
been described by Dr. Thomas C
who was medical attendant to the
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FAR MAP O

A map of prisoner of war ¢

Far East is on sale at the
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