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NoTES FOR THE MONTH

points out that certain existing practices are based on
the composting principle. When, for example, clover
or grass turf is dunged and turned over, the turf and
dung are allowed to decay together. The suggestion is
that, in our large areas of turf, we have a supply of
potential humus that should be realized by means of
composting 7 situw with dung. To provide the neces-
sary dung, the existing manure would have to be
supplemented by the incorporation of all available farm
wastes into the dung heap. The place of artificials in
a system based largely on humic manures would be to
enrich the compost heap itself, thereby facilitating
decay and grading up the final product. = The ultimate
disappearance of the water-borne sewage system is
envisaged, to the gain of the soil in nutrients and
organic matter.

Those who have what Sir Albert Howard calls the
“ NPK Mentality *’ may not agree in full measure
with all his views. Some proposals are clearly for the
future, and the present efficient fertilizer industry can
reasonably and justly look to expansion in the role it
has long occupied on most farms, namely the supple-
ment to the home-produced animal manures. Never-
theless, the case for the salvage and utilization of
organic wastes needs a strong advocate. The paper
records substantial achievement, with every prospect
of further development.

Further Experiments on the Control of Flea Beetles
in Seed-Beds

TuE following note has been contributed by Messrs.
F. R. Petherbridge and I. Thomas, School of Agri-
culture, Cambridge :—

In 1934, the authors obtained a good control of Flea
Beetles, in Brassica seed-beds in Bedfordshire, with
Derris dusts*. In the same year, Milest obtained a
good control in the North-West Province with a dust
consisting of 50 per cent. naphthalene and 50 per cent.
silica. In Germany, a proprietary dust that consists
of finely-powdered quartz, has been officially recom-

* Petherbridge, F. R., and Thomas, I.: ““The Control of Flea
Beetles in Seed-beds,”” this Journar, Vol. XL1, No. 11 (February,
1935), p. 1070.

I Miles, H. W. : ““ The Control of Flea Beetles with a Naphthalene-
silica Dust,” Id., p. I079.
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